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Retail trade flat in September 


The monthly increase in trend estimates of Australian retail turnover 
showed on average zero growth during September quarter 1992. 
Average monthly growth over the twelve months to September was a 
weak 0.3 per cent at current prices. 


The trend estimates (at current prices) show that three of the five major 
industries covered by the survey — other food stores, department and 
general stores and clothing and fabric stores — are in decline, while 
hotels, liquor stores and licensed clubs have shown no growth during 
either the three months or the year ended September 1992. For the 
remaining major industry, grocers, trend growth weakened during 
September quarter. 


RET: ‘AIL AND SELECTED SERVICE INDUSTRIES TURNOVER 


Average ments semnenge 

Onginal change im trend estimates 
——————— ee 
September 1992 3 months ended 12 months ended 
$ million September 1992 September 1992 


Grocers, confectioners, tobaccorusts 2296 03 05 


Butchers 193 os 06 
Other food stores Mo -05 03 
Total food group 3940 02 o4 
Hotels, liquor stores, licensed clubs 919 6.0 ot 
Department and general stores $11 -03 0.1 
Clothing and fabrics stores 516 -15 -01 
Electrical stores 426 05 02 
Pharmacies 351 09 4 
Newsagents 268 ~0.1 02 
Other industries 1415 na. na. 


All industries 7748 0.0 03 


In constant price (i.e. allowing for price changes) seasonally adjusted 
terms, the total Australian estimate for the September 1992 quarter fell 
by 0.3 per cent over the june 1992 quarter bu: rose by 1.7 per cent over 
the September 1991 quarter. 


RETAIL AND SELECTED SERVICE INDUSTRIES TURNOV; R 
At average 1984-85 prices, seasonally adjusted 


Percentage change 
From From corresponding 
preceding quarter of 
$ million quarter previous year 
1991 
September 15,404 25 ~0.2 
December 15,326 -05 0.7 
1992 
March 15476 10 19 
June 15,719 16 46 
September 15,673 -03 17 
Continued 


12 November 1992 


: 


During the September 1992 quarter grocers, confectioners and 
tobacconists rose by 1.1 per cent in real terms over the June 1992 
quarter while the remainder of the major industries fell — other food 
stores (0.9%), hotels, liquor stores and licensed clubs (0.6%), 
department and general stores (4.7%) and clothing and fabric 

stores (6.1%). 


For further information, order the publication Retail Trade, Australia (8501.0), or 
contac? Bill Powell on (06) 252 6132. 


Jump in commercial loans reversed 


Commercial finance commitments fell by $1,659.1 million (19.4%) in 
August 1992 compared with July 1997 but were still up $353.4 million 
(5.4%) over August 1991. 


The large decrease, which followed two months of increases in 
commitments, was partly attributable to August being a four week 
reporting period for some banks whereas July was a five week reporting 


period. 


A large increase in borrowings under fixed loan facilities by the 
construction industry, up $624.8 million, was more than offset by 
decreases in fixed loan borrowings by other industry sectors. 


However, it was reduced borrowings under revolving credit facilities 
that contributed most to the overall decline in August of commercial 
finance commitments. 


The finance, investment and insurance sector was down 

$600.5 million, the transport and storage sector was down 

$403.2 million and the property and business services sector was 
down $300.9 million. 


Overall, commitments under revolving credit facilities fell by 
29.5 per cent in August, while fixed loan commitments were down by 
3.9 per cent. 


COMMERCIAL FINANCE 
COMMITMENTS, AUGUST i992 
$ million 
Money 

Finance market Other All 

Banks companies —_— corporations lenders lenders 

Fixed loan 2,611.2 375.4 58.9 179.6 3,225.1 
Revolving credit 3,089.4 85.8 446.1 35.0 3,656.3 
Total commitments 5,700.6 461.2 505.0 214.6 6,881.4 


For further information, order the publication Commercial Finance, Australia (5643.0), or 
contact John Carson on (06) 252 7110. 


Unemployment and families 


In June this year there were 324,700 married-couple families in Australia 
in which one or both spouses were unemployed, an increase of 53,600 or 
20 per cent on June 1991. About 60 per cent of these families had 

ts present. These estimates were compiled from the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics’ June Labour Force Survey. 


Some 46 per cent of married-couple families had both partners 
employed. The proportion was highest in the Northern Territory (64%) 
and the Australian Capital Territory (62%). In the States the proportions 
ranged from 42 per cent in Tasmania to 47 per cent in Western Australic 


Of the 228,900 married-couple families in which the husband was 
unemployed, 147,000 (64%) had dependents present. In 78 per cent of thes. 
families, the wife was either also unemployed or not in the labour force. 


In June 1992, nine per cent of all families were one-parent families with 
the great majority (88%) of those having a female parent. Some 

43 per cent of females who headed a one-parent family were employed, 
with more than half of those (54%) in full-time employment. Male 
parents were employed in 68 per cent of instances, with 88 per cent of 
those being in full-time employment. 


ONE-PARENT FAMILIES AND THE LABOUR FORCE 


‘000 familie, 
Parent 
Empioyved Not 
_ aes Unem- the labour 
One-parent families Fftime PArme Total ployed force Total 
With a male parent 
1988 28.0 2.0 0 20 55 74 
1990 32.2 24 46 16 102 44 
1991 9 18 338 48 98 48.3 
1992 290 38 325 35 12.0 5 
With a female parent 
1989 744 615 135.9 162 MO? 292.9 
1999 82.0 60.3 423 22 150.2 314.7 
1991 822 643 1465 Bs 164.9 335.2 
1992 839 71? 155.6 m7 1744 363.6 


For one-parent families in which the parent was unemployed, 
24 per cent of the parents had been unemployed for one year or longer. 


Just over two million persons were either living alone or in households 
where they were not members of a family. Of these persons 61 per cent 
lived alone. An estimated 40 per cent of persons who were not members 
of a family and were living alone were employed. For persons who 
were not members of a family and were not living alone, 70 per cent 
were employed. 


For further information, order the publication Labour Force Status and Other 
Characteristics of Families, Australia (6224.0), or contact lan Clout on 
(06) 252 6018. 


at 


Low level of industrial disputation 


The number of industrial disputes in the year to July was the lowest 
recorded since the statistical series on the issue commenced in 1981. 


There were 832 separate disputes reported, involving 856,500 
and the loss of 1,011,800 werking days. More than half of the days lost 
occurred in October 1991, when a general strike in New South Wales 


had a large impact on the figures. 


In the month of July 1992 there were 65 disputes reported in progress. 
They involved 21,000 employees and resulted in 16,700 working days 
lost (down 53,000 on June). 


INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES IN PROGRESS 
WORKING DAYS LOST 


‘000 
Tuvive months 
ended July 
fuly june uly 
199] 1992 1992 1991 1992 
Mining 113 168 47 1978 1709 
Manufacturing 1084 186 36 1,183.9 322 
Construction 325 0.0 02 WS 0 
Transport and storage. 
communication 33 34 67 35.6 87 
Community services 5.6 0 02 1072 20.0 
Other industries 137 09 13 86.2 1702 
AH industries 1747 69.7 16.7 1.710.2 1011.8 


New South Wales and Western Australia reported the biggest reductions 
in working days lost in the month. 


Among industries, mining (other than coa!) lost just 100 working days 
through disputes — the lowest figure in that industry since 
February 1970. 


For further information, order the publication Industrial Disputes, Australia (6321.0), or 
contact Laura Smith on (06) 252 6561. 


Earnings in brief ... 


© Distribution 


The median weekly total earnings for all male employees in May 
1992 was estimated as $545.90, while the median total earnings for 
females was $398.30. Between May 1991 and May 1992 the estimated 
median weekly total earnings increased at a faster rate for females 
(5.0%) than for males (2.0%). 


© Composition 
Between May 1991 and May 1992, the percentage of total earnings 
contributed by award or agreed base rate of pay for full-time adult 
non-managerial employees increased 0.5 percentage points for males 
(to 88.1%) and 0.1 percentage points for females (to 96.1%). 


Sourc2: Distribution and Composition of Employee Earnings and Hours, Australia, May 1992, 
Preliminary (6305.0). 


To order any of the publications 
mentioned in Statistics Weekly or to 
inquire about the statistics and 
services available from the ABS, 
contact Information Services at any 
of the offices listed below. An 
Information Consultancy Service in 
each office provides assistance of a 
more extensive or complex nature. 


ABS Centrai Office 


= Po sox 0 
BELCONNEN ACT 2616 


Te (06) 252 6627 
Fax (06) 253 1404 


ABS State Offices 


TF NSW (02) 268 4611 
Vic. (03) 615 7000 
Qid (07) 222 6351 
WA (09) 323 5140 
SA (08) 237 7100 
Tas. (002) 20 5800 
NT _ (069) 432 111 


All the week’s releases: 
4 to 10 November 


General 
Publications Advice, 6 November 1992 (1105.0; free over the counter) 


Publications Advice, 10 November 1992 (1105.0; free over the counter) 
Statistics Weekly, 5 November 1992 (1318.0; $4.20) 

Economic Indicators, NSW, October 1992 (1307.1; $5.50) 

Economic Indicators, Vic., October 1992 (1307.2; $6.50) 

Western Australian Year Book, 1992 (1300.5; $25.00) 


Demography 
1991 Census — Final Counts for Selected Areas, Northern Territory 
(2801.7; $12.50) 


National accounts, finance and foreign trade 
Commercial Finance, Australia, August 1992 (5643.0; $6.00) 
Labour statistics and prices 


Labour Force Status and Other Characteristics of Families, Australia, 
June 1992 (6224.0; $12.50) 


Distribution and Composiies of Employee Earnings and Hours, 
Australia, May 1992, Preliminary (6305.0; $11.00) 


Industrial Disputes, Australia, July 1992 (6321.9; $10.00) 
Price Indexes of Copper Materials, Australia, October 1992 (6410.0; $5.50) 


Price Indexes of Materials Used in Coal Mining, Australia, September 
1992 (6415.0; $10.50) 


Agriculture 


Agriculture Statistics — Selected Small Area Data, New South Wales, 
1990-91 (7120.1; $16.00) 


Livestock Products — Meat, Queensland, September 1992 (7204.3; $5.00) 


Sales of Australian Wine and Brandy by Winemakers, September 1992 
(8504.0; $10.50) 


Manufacturing, Mining, Energy, Service Industries, 
Building and Construction 


Retail Trade, Australia, September 1992 (8501.0; $10.50) 
Building Approvals, New South Wales, September 1992 (8731.1; $10.50) 
Building Approvals, Tasmania, September 1992 (8731.6; $10.50) 


Dwelling Unit Commencements Reported by Approving Authorities, 
Tasmania, August 1992 (8741.6; $5.00) 


Transport 
Motor Vehicle Registrations, Australia, September 1992 (9303.0; $10.50) 


Motor Vehicle Registrations, Western Australia, tember 1992 
(9303.5; $7.50) oa 


Subscriptions 


To subscribe to Statistics Weekly or 
any other ABS printed 
publication, phone the ABS 

i Service toll-free on 
(008) 020608, or contact 
Information Services at any of the 
offices listed at left. 


Suggestions 


Any suggestions for improvement 
to this publication should be 
addressed to: 


Rad Leovic 


Calendar of key releases 
Expected releases over the fortnight to 24 Nov'!mber 1992 


November 


) 
Cr) 


Ei 
fia) 


by 
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The Labour Force, Australia, October 1992, Preliminary 
(6202.0; $10.50) 


A e Weekly Earnings, Australia, Au 1992, Prelim‘nary 
*(6301.0; $10.30) = 


Price Index of Materials Used in Building Other Than House 
Building, Eight Capital Cities, September 1992 
(6407.0; $10.50) 

Price Index of Materials Used in House Building, Six State 
Capital Cities and Canberra, September 1992 
(6408.0; $8.00) 


Price Index, Australia, September 1992 
(6405.0; $8.00) 


Housing Finance for Owner 
September 1992 (5609.0; $10.50 

Private New Capital Expenditure, — Actual and 
Ex —— September 1992, Prelirninary 
(5625.0; $10.50) 

Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing Industry, 
Australia, September 1992 (6412.0, $10.50) 

Price Indexes of Materials Used in Manufacturing Industries, 
Australia, September 1992 (6411.0; $10.50) 

Import Price Index, Australia, September 1992 (6414.0; $8.00) 


ation, Australia, 


The latest ... 


Changes to key State indicators — consolidated to 
10 November 1992 


NSW Vie. SA WA Tis. NT ACT Aust. 


— Percentage 4ge from same period previous year — 


New capital expenditure 


(Sept. 92)* 


(Mar. qtr 92)* -331 -218 -1tAs -247 -15 57 na. fa. -228 
Retail turnover (Sept. 92) 

(trend estimate) 25 2.0 és: -29 68 54 na. 46 33 

_ New motor vehicle 

tegistrations (Sept. 92)t 26 77 (226 84 64 129 423 -149 97 
Number of dwelling unit 

approvals (Sept. 92)* 64 19 06 98 199 123 -201 10S 95 
Value of total building work 

done (June qtr 92) -182. +71 62 -129 =-58 195 -103 39 ~85 
Employed persons 


-03  -18 27 0s 08 -29 -21 13 =01 


Capital city consumer 
price index (Sept. qtr92) 08 O03 O8 19 -02 O08 19 15 08 


Average weekly earnings (full- 
time adult ord .:sry time) 


(May 92) 75 33 L6 6.0 37 43 63 63 47 
Population (June 91) 13 i 22 12 20 Oo 10 29 15 
Room nights in licensed 

hotels and motels, etc. 

(une qtr 92) 69 48 64 29 3 0.7 3B 212 59 


* Sensonally adjusted except for NT and ACT, + Seasonally adjusted except for Tas, NT and ACT. 


The latest ... g 


Key national indicators ~ consolidated to 10 November 1992 


Latest figure available Percentage change (a) on 


Seasonally — Previous Corresponding 
National production 
Gross domestic product (A) — /984-S5 prices Sm June qtr 92 Aa 65,000 06 16 
Industrial activity 
New capital expenditure — current Sm june gar 92 5.749 $511 07 ~1$4 
— _ 1084-85 prices se . = 46 4407 26 -120 
Expected new capital ix months 
© i : to Dec. 92 ag na. na ba 
Retail turnover = — current Z Sept. 92 7748 1 69 4) 
—- [984-85 prices Sept. gir 92 15.153 15,673 ~G3 i? 
New motor vehicle pice ne Sept. 92 47.643 43.548 -35 97 
Dwe' unt > Sept. 92 4249 13,220 -i2 os 
Value of all building approvais Sm = 1916 $35 30 73 
Value of total building work done 
—¢ : June qr 92 $.7782 5.795.0 -O4 -8s 
— [984-85 prices 37844 24S 4 -03 -68 
Manefacturers’ sales — current June gu 92 S443 35,599 i 38 
i RS prices . 24.478 24 601 i2 si 
Expected manufacturers’ sales Six months 
. t¢ Dec. 92 73.674 na na =| 
age 
Employed persons ici “p00 = 779 7.687? -06 -@1 
fone ae rate t (e) + = Wi? 108 ot 06 
rate tte) e 7 63.2 27 -05 ~06 
ope pon “we Aug 92 m0 275 109 96 
Average weekly overnme 
per employee hours : Lo Lit 09 oo 
Prices, profits and wages 
Consumer price -ndex 1989-90 = 1000 Sept. gu 92 ia na at a8 
Price index of materials used in 
1984-85 = 100.0 Aug 2 1274 na. 0.7 60 
Price index of arucles 
by manufacturing 1988-89 = 1000 Aug. 22 16 na. 64 22 
: y wy before income tax tm june ga 92 3.133 3.426 -46 450 
Vrulfume ad shies andeiey time) fe) $ May 92 587.30 ha -03 47 
Interest rates (b) (monthly average) 
90-day bank bills * %& per annum Sept. 92 395 nha oes 04 
10-year Treasury bonds f : 8.95 na. 0 ~t35 
Balance of payments 
Exports of merchandise $m Sept. 92 5.170 5.222 112 15.8 
i of merchandise = ~ 5,281 ~ 5,249 w2 224 
ance on merchandise trade (c) = -it +27 na na. 
of and services (c) = . ~ 548 ~316 na. A. 
Balance on current account (c) - , ~ 178 = 1,512 615 13.7 
Terms of trade (d) 1984-85 = 100.0 June que 92 na. 99.0 -12 -10 
Foreign meg 
Net foreign $m 3} Mar. 92 148,124 na. 24 76 
Net forsipe flablliies - 2 199,312 na. 34 10.9 
Exchange rates (monthly average) 
$US per SA Sept. 92 0.7225 na. -O.5 -89 
Trade weighted index May 1970 = 100.0 z 52.7 ha. 08 -148 
Other indicators 
—— (resident at end of qtr) million Mar. 92 17.5 na. 04 14 
Overseas visitor arrivals ‘000 Aug. 92 199 212 -5.0 20 
i Beret oe een adjusted figu: °s where available. (b) Source: Reserve Bank of Australia. (-) For percen changes, a us indicates an increase 
in the defici i etaotod Rags % schare avaliable, (6) Souren Ranarve Back of Australie, (2 FEL Pits of goods teal sunvloms ict sapowts to eet for 
tnpor (e)Later ‘pected to ve teleenad Thuredey, 12 November { 
cr t= is shown in terms of tage ts. na. = not available. 
Figures have been from a v. of Pp . Copies may be obtained from Information Services (see page 6). 
Some of the figures shown a re preliminary, some final, and some are revisions of previously published figures. Users check the latest relevant 
publication or with the ABS I tion if the status of the statistic is im 
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